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MESSAGE
His Excellency the Governor of Tamil Nadu Thiru Surjit Singh Barnala is happy to note that
the FICAS (Foundation for Innovative CASework) is organising a State Level Conference on
Efficacy of Non-Formal Education at Chennai - 27.07.05.
His Excellency sends his greetings to the organizers and the participants and his good wishes for
the success of the conference.

[C.K. GARIYALI]

Dr. A.

Gnanam

Former Vice Chancellor, University of Madras
Former Chairman NAAC, Govt. of India
Member, Tamil Nadu State Council for Higher Education

MESSAGE
Access to education for the eligible age groups at all levels has been a matter of concern for more than fifty years
now since independence. Constitutional assurances are left unfulfilled due to various reasons including want of
resources and socio-political will. In the globalized knowledge based economy, even the higher education sector is
expected to move on to universal level from the current mass education that caters to about 7% of the relevant
age cohorts. It is in this context, the initiative of FICAS in planning a conference on “Efficacy of Non-formal
Education” is timely and relevant.
Non-formal education means many things to many. Distance education was once considered non-formal.
Adult literacy programs are also in a way non-formal. One should at least operationally define as to what it
means in the present context. I am sure the proposed conference will discuss this and other related issues. I must
congratulate the FICAS and its committed members for their efforts in bringing this important concern to focus
and deliberate. I have great appreciation for the involvement of the Non-Governmental-Agency like FICAS
in this and other socially important issues. I wish the conference all success in enlightening the stakeholders
about the problems and challenges ahead.
With best wishes
A. Gnanam

Prof. S.P.

Thyagarajan

Ph.D., M.D., D.Sc., FNASc., FAMS, FIMSA, FABMS'

Vice Chancellor, University of Madras

MESSAGE
I am glad to learn that the Foundation for Innovative CASe Work on Education Economy &
Environment [FICAS], Philip Rajaiah Institute of Continuing Education Pvt. Ltd., (PRICE),
Department of Adult of Continuing Education, University of Madras and State Resource Centre are
jointly organizing the State Level Conference on Efficacy of Non-Formal Education. It
is thoughtful of FICAS to have chosen the topic as Efficacy of Non-Formal Education
which is a contemporary value based theme and of great relevance to the youngsters to today's globalisation
context. I hope this Conference will bring out a cross country interaction in this area.
I am happy to greet the organisers of the Conference on this occasion.
I wish them all success in their fruitful deliberations.

[S.P. THYAGARAJAN]

Prof.Dr. D. Viswanathan
B.E. (Mech), ME (Prod)., Ph.D. (Mech.Met.)
M.I.E., I.I.M., I.S.N.T., I.I.P.E., I.S.T.E.

Vice Chancellor, Anna University.

MESSAGE

I am happy to learn that a State Level Conference on "Efficacy of Non Formal Education" is being
organized by FICAS, University of Madras, State Resource Centre, and PRICE on Saturday,
August 27, 2005 at Vijaya Mahal, T. Nagar.
I understand that this conference is part of the movement for launch of support to government and
private bodies to achieve 100% effective literacy and implementation of non-formal methodologies
through formal schools. This being one of the pioneering efforts to bring all educators and specialists
under one umbrella, an effective deliberation by the participants will highlight the present education
trend and the Government's efforts in this regard.
I wish the conference a grand success.

J.S.N. Nimmu Vasanth

FROM CHAIRPERSON'S DESK
Every time I meet people with this sort of subject and policies, their eyebrows are raised “ An engineer!? Involved in
this so much!!?". On top of it, I am repeatedly told I could have minted money being a first generation software
specialist and improved my status. Those are the days in the late 70's (I am a product of Govt. College of
Technology, Coimbatore of year 19 79 batch with 5 years course and last batch of (Hons) degree
with extra specialised subjects), we used to learn programming without a computer. Software
solutions through algorithms used to be the toughest lots and invariably I ended up mugging. Years later, I could
teach my son who was to appear for senior secondary ie +2 exams last year through NIOS ie., (National Institute
of Open Schooling, Govt.of India, New Delhi), consisting of CBSE syllabus. Oops! He could learn C++ in 30
days, grasped the logic flow and algorithms the way I explained. All I could do was to make him think and solve.
On top of it, he had practical exposure through computers.
During the process of my career growth, I also brought up 2 children, son and daughter with whom I had been
wading through the stages of studies from L.K.G. Gross difference I felt between education of yester years and
education of today. I am a product of Tamil medium schools till SSLC(Senior Secondary Leaving Ceretificate).
But I can proudly say that the sound foundation of grammar was laid in the primary years. Though it was tamil
medium, English was also equally given importance. Today majority of my batch mates shine in various fields both
in India and abroad. Though the government is doing a lot to eradicate illiteracy, inspite of all the top notch
products of IIT's, IIM's and so on, the overall education is dwindling because of uneven policies of the education
system with respect to overshooting population. Here my heart was drawn to education right from the primary
level.
Exactly a decade ago, a primary school was closed and the children and the staff literally came to streets. Here I
was forced to step in to save them from the crisis. After 10 years of struggle in terms of follow up with various
departments, bureaucracy, education policies and legal implications , today this school in a slum area in the heart
of city of chennai is proudly possessing a land allotted by Tamil Nadu Slum Clearance Board, has a moderate
roof of its own, a team of dedicated and social minded faculties, happy children and parents.

During those ten years, I was also drawn to several social issues which involved lot of my time in following up with legal
and various government departments. This also affected my business prospects which involved enormous attention.
When I decided to continue my professional activities in a part time freelance basis, I continued to solve these issues with
the help of the concerned friends and the affected public. When these issues were successful, invariably I come across
happy public which overshadowed all the turmoils undergone financially. Thus born the spirit of social activism rather
than social entrepreneurism
Now 10 years later from then, not only this school, but several thousands of schools in Tamilnadu state are literally on
the verge of closure due to lack of support to fulfil recognition norms specified by education department. I travelled to
different pockets of Tamilnadu only to find that many of the schools function extremely well by propagating education.
Here comes the solution of Non-Formal stream where there is still a ray of hope that these schools can be allowed to
function as Non-Formal schools. Hence this conference “ Efficacy of Non-Formal Education” with action strategies
integrating formal education.
Well, had I pursued my career, I would have been a millionaire and I would have possessed everything in terms of money
even for self promoted social upliftment. Today I have everything in terms of happiness, contentment and peace in the
pesent so called status I've chosen to settle with except steady financial support for social activism.Here I master the
art of segregating my professsional work with social work and be accountable to everything with utmost transparency.
Will there be any taker to support my future endeavors leading to dedicated social activisms for overall social transition
?......................................................................

Dr. Jamuna Kalyani Sridharan
M.A., M.Phil., Ph.D.,
Chairman
Philip Rajaiah Institute of Continuing Education Pvt. Ltd. (PRICE)

WHAT IS NON-FORMAL EDUCATION AND ITS NEED
“Education is a life long process” says the U.G.C. Vice Chairman Dr. Rajasekaran Pillai. Maccaulay has taught us that
education is that civilized feeling which enables us to share with our brothers and sisters in our country what we
ourselves have in plenty. Education being a life long process, will reach completion only when "candidates correlate
the knowledge and skills acquired on campus to the social context". It is the social context, that determines the
application of knowledge for some of the most important lessons are learnt from experience.
Take for example, the two-way switch - when one is taught the off/on positions of the regular electric switch, experience
and handling alone will reveal the practical use of a two way switch or the modern regulators for increasing or
decreasing the brightness of light or the speed of an electric fan. It is really unfortunate that most of our educational
institutions are hell bent on devising syllabuses which have minimum social relevance. For instance, we expect a rural
kid who might never have seen, leave alone handled a refrigerator to know that the gas used for cooling is freon. It is
the ability to “un learn the old and learn the new that holds the key to success". All these days, education for the average
Indian has been synonymous with class rooms, rigid lessons, compartmentalising knowledge and an examination
which tests one's ignorance rather than one's knowledge. Most of the time the academicians are neither teaching
concepts nor the application of such concepts. There seems to be a ring master approach where whip in hand or rather
cane in hand the child is coerced into inbibing set facts and figures with no opportunity for imaginative questioning or
creative reasoning.
Nearly six decades after power was vested with the people of India, the country is still bounded and bonded as ever
before. India is bounded by her traditional agonies and ecstasies and bonded to that slavish mentality that stems from
years of ignorance left unmellowed by lack of worth-while experience.
There have been experiences, bitter and sour, experiences that are better shelved in the farthest recesses of the mind,
rather than brought to the fore and savoured as the basis for more and sweeter ones.
Martydom galore, non-violent sacrifices of not just lives but many a value that was once the very backbone of the
Indian existence have now become the very bane of Indian society. Self respect for which India witnessed many a noble
movement is now gathering dust in the files of backwardness, caused by the deprivation of materials and means.
Backwardness and most backwardness instead of being a social stigma are now becoming the most sought after label
to get concessions that are, perhaps, least deserved. There is a price tag too, legitimate or illegitimate, attached to
every good, every service, every friend, every favour.
At this juncture, a certain amount of soul searching becomes imperative, there will be no demand if there is no supply
and the more the supply, the more becomes the demand, till a state of surplus corruption is reached, as it has come to
pass at present.

What are the ways by which one can stem this state of rot? The Hindu July 30,2005 reports that one third of the Indian
population comprising more than 300 millions do not know to read, write or count while higher education is accessible only to
7 out of every hundred, in the relevant age group. The school education front in none too bright, with hardly 10 percent of the
th
school goers completing the 10 Std, whereas in developed countries, it is at least 80%, if not more.
There are long term plans, which in the long run would set matters right and there are also short term, immediate plans which
would bring about catacystic changes in the day to day activities of the governed and the governing, especially with regard to
education, which in turn, will be the only means for producing “idea generating people”. It is high time educationists and
educational institutions concentrate on the transformation of the Indian society, inspite of the constraints they are faced with
from internal and external forces. The appreciation of knowledge can be determined only within social parameters, though
the acquiring of knowledge could be wide as the vast tracts of land, deep as the bluest oceans and high as the open skies. The
present day has witnessed the lowest ebb in human values, human endeavours and human activism. These abysmally low
standards are not confined to any one sphere or any specific segment of society. The bad stench of corrupt practices has
penetrated even into the most unapproachable and upright of places and persons. It may seem as if this rotten state, this devil's
paradise is irredeemable. But wait a minute nothing is impossible. Where there is a steadfast will there are reveal success filled
ways. The non-formal education way shows a well defined path out of the maze of corrupt practices and conscienceless
practitioners.
Commercialising education is a taunt that haunts the psyche of policy makers and programme implementers. But one has to
understand, education is not free, only the educated can be free. The Bible says, “pay to Caeser what is Caeser's and pay to
God what is God's. Hence nothing comes free, education included. Even the so called free education is paid for by the
government. When there is adequacy of funds there is quality education, when there is dearth of funds, education, especially
the quality of education suffers. So how does one go about getting quality education with the available financial resources.
Well non formal education is the answer.

Most of us would have heard the story of Ekalayva, the pioneer of self study, the original student of non formal education.
There are two facts that needed to be highlighted in Ekalayva's life. The first is that he needed a mentor in be form of Drona's
statue to inspire him and the second is that his generosity and his inordinate sense of gratitude which made him succumb to
Drona's ploy of making him lose his thumb, and there by his self learnt skill is actually the outcome of his forgetting the first
lesson in education that of showing respect to the knowledge gained. The first concept of having a mentor, whether human,
robotic or even a statue or picture is as revelant as remembering that knowledge gained should never be mis-spent or lost. The
non-formal education way teaches this concept a lot more forcefully than formal learning. From a mediorce tailoring
certificate to the Ph.D. degree part time, or full time there are various diplomas and degree got through the non-formal
education stream. The significance is that, all those who get their degree or diplomas through hard work and personal choice
such as in non formal education very rarely put their capablities to disuse, unlike the millions of people who get a degree
through the formal stream such as doctors lawyers CAs, Science degree holders etc. and who bid adieu to their line of
knowledge and painfully plod their way through the uphill track of steady employment. Those who acquire knowledge through
the non-formal stream, be it computer knowledge or baking a cake, the knowledge gained is meticulously used to their own
and others advantage. We find many a bank clerk with a biochemistry degree and many an IAS officer with a medical or
engineering degree, so also do we find medical reps with economics degrees and lab assistants who have graduated in
English Literature. Worse still, we have college educated cart pullers and school drop out rag pickers. A degree today has lost
its sanctity.
In the murky atmosphere of corruption and conscienceless behaviour the only beacon of hope is quality education which can
enlighten the mind, lighten the heart and brighten the spirit. This right to education is enshrined in our constitution and
reiterated by our leaders, the latest such pronouncement coming from the Prime Minister, Hon'ble Mr.Manmohan Singh.

If a person should have unlimited opportunity for education from the pre-primary to the post Ph.D levels, it can come
definitely through the non-formal stream, easily through the non formal stream and at one's own convenience and cost
only through the non-formal stream.
Non-formal education is education in all its entirety without the bonds of restrictive practices. Non-formal education is
not one iota less significant than formal education. In fact, when one achieves a certain level of competence be it Std.V
level, Std.VIII level, Std X, Std. XII or any graduate, post graduate or research level, the confidence gained is in direct
proportion to the competence achieved. The candidates in the non-formal stream know where they stand, how deep
they have ploughed the academic depths and to what heights they can aspire with their acquired knowledge. Those from
the formal stream unfortunately seem to set scores on their paper degrees rather than on their true capacities and
capabilities and that is the root cause of the malady that is affecting our formal stream.
The non-formal stream gives scope of unlimited choice and life oriented combination of subjects whereas in the formal
stream one has no choice except accepting a pre-set combination of subjects for a given level or degree and once a
choice is made it is like the long, never ending flyover - there is no reversing, no U turns and definitely no side roads to
choose as alternatives. Reaching one's goal of being educated through this straight and narrow path, most of the time
proves most unrewarding because the expertise gained is often put on hold or dumped into the can of disuse. Take for
instance a biochemistry graduate pushing ledgers in a bank or a physics or chemistry graduate selling insurance. It is this
anomaly that can be avoided through non formal education. Each one studies what they want and upto the level they
want.
The non-formal stream offers great opportunities, though an irrefutable fact, one has to pay some attention to the present
non-formal education scenario. Limiting our arguments and analysis to the school level, let us explore what obtains in
the realm of non-formal education, especially in the State of Tamilnadu.
One can study on one's own or under guidance from others including qualified teachers. Their knowledge at present can
be tested only at the Std. VIII level and not earlier than that level. The primary school level is reached at the Std. V level and
at present there is no common government testing mechanism. The primary school level is important because it is this
level of attainment, which determine whether one is literate or non literate. Attaining proficiency below the primary level
will at best qualify one as neo literate and never a fully literate entity. Hence it is imperative for the government to
organise and hold a common exam at the Std. V level whereby the young or not so young can be declared literate and will
be enabled to go on to the next level in the formal or the non-formal stream. The next crucial level is the Std.VIII level or
what one calls the middle school. While Std. V could insist on just one language English / Tamil / or any other which
would also be the medium of instruction along with the paper on Maths and one on general knowledge, Std VIII could
introduce one extra language and divide and diversify the GK paper as one Science paper and one Social Studies there
by reaching the five subjects as at present. Incase the medium of instruction at this stage (Std. VIII Stage) is English then
the language chosen should be other than English as it is at present. In case the medium of instruction is one's vernacular
language such as Tamil then the language chosen should compulsorily be English because English is a passport with a
permanent visa to every nook and corner of the entire galaxy. The same pattern could continue upto Std. X with a set 5
subject pattern. Then in the Plus II stage where there are six subjects, English, language and four optional subjects there
should be flexibility in the choice and combination of subjects. Leave it to the students to combine biology with history
and physics with literature if they so wish. The authorities should stop with prescribing the relevant subject for each
branch of study including professional courses. Incase a student wishes to acquire knowledge in a subject that is not
directly relevant to the course he or she many choose to pursue, then such a student should be given full liberty and
opportunity to drink to the lees from the cup of knowledge. This is where non-formal education helps the student to strive
to seek to find and not to yield.

- Dr.Jamuna Kalyani Sridharan

Dr.D.Kumaran
M.A. (Eco)., M.A. (Psy)., M.A. (Soc).,
M.Ed., Ph.D. (Edn)., PGDCA

Professor and Head,
Department of Education,
University of Madras

NON-FORMAL EDUCATION AND
NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT
Non-Formal Education in its ideal form differs both from formal and informal education. Unlike formal education, it has no
rigid time table, curriculum or predetermined academic progress. Unlike informal education, it is not restricted to parents,
siblings, peer groups and environmental exposures. The Non-Formal Education is primarily flexible and open ended. Active
participation of learners determines the nature and content of Non-Formal Education programme. Non-Formal Education
programme is need-based and functional in nature.
Non-Formal Education is regarded as a complementary system to formal education. It is planned and implemented as a
sub-system of the total educational process. The Non-Formal Education being flexible and inexpensive would reduce the
rate of drop-outs and suit even sparesly populated areas. The people coming to the Non-Formal Education system would
learn skills and understandings besides literacy and numeracy. Non-Formal Education is closely connected with improving
people's quality of life and with social as well as national development. Since it promotes literacy and literary has positive
correlation with development; Non-Formal Education has great impact on development and as much on GNP which is the
outcome and also indicator of the country's productivity and people's competencies as citizens and producers of wealth.
Special features of Non-Formal Education
The Programme of Action (POA) 1986, has spelt out the following features of Non-Formal Education programme with
reference to emerging, social and personal needs.
1) a learner, centred approach with instructors as a facilitator, 2) emphasis on learning rather than teaching.3) organisation
of activities to enable learners to progress at their own place. 4. use of efficient techniques to ensure fast pace of learning. 5)
stress on continuous learner's evaluation and certification. 6) scholastic achievements, particularly language and methods
as per the norms of the formal system. 7) creation of participatory learning environment. 8) organisation of joyful extracurricular activities including singing, dancing, plays, games, sports etc., 9) ensuring all facilities and incentives to girls,
children of SC/ST and others. 10) the instructors being local, motivated and acceptable to the community and they may be
preferably from weaker sections of the community.
Advantages and Limitations
v It can bring education to the door-steps of millions of children and adults who are excluded from the normal stream of
education. v It can help economizing the resources, physical, financial as well as academic. v It can prove an effective
mode of democratizing education and the life style of the people. v The curriculum content, teacher, methods, learning,
media and materials of Non-Formal Education can be made more relevant and meaningful to the learners. he/she can not
gain from the Non-Formal Education model.

In this system, different social, cultural and voluntary organisation are involved effectively making education accessible to
all. But Non-Formal Education should not be taken as a panacea for all the ills of the formal system. It is also not a substitute
or an alternative model to the latter. It is neither an easy path to higher learning. Unless the learner is properly motivated,

Need and Importance
It has been universally acknowledged that an educated, enlightened citizen is a pre-requisite condition for success of
democracy.
Hence the architects of the Indian Constitution therefore in 1949 provided the Article 45 under the Directive Principles of State
Policy which says that “The State shall endeavour to provide within a period of 10 years from the commencement of this
constitution for the free and compulsory education of all children until they complete the age of 14 years”. This constitutional
commitment made over 40 years ago has not yet been realised and the goal has always remain unreached and unachieved.
With a view to realizing the objective of Universalisation of Elementary Education, it has been felt that we have to universalize
provision of schooling facilities. A) Enrollment and b) retention in schools. But unfortunately, Universalisation of Elementary
Education has still remain a distant goal. The formal system of education was found to be quite inadequate for the purpose.
The Central Advisory Board of Education (CABE) in its meeting held in November, 1974 has also felt that formal education
was disproportionate both to the growing qualitative needs and to the increasing quantitative demands. It therefore
recommended that a scheme of Non-Formal Education should be launched throughout the country for children in the age
group of 9-14. Non-Formal Education has therefore to be provided in our country on account of the following needs.
To Universalise Elementary Education
There is heavy wastage or drop-out in different classes due to inadequacy or irrelevance of curriculum or unsuitability of time
and place of formal schooling. Non-Formal Education has therefore been regarded as an alternative mode of providing
elementary education for making it universal.
To meet the Constraints of Resources
Increasing population on the one hand and limited resource on the other have posed problems for the educational planners
of the country. Particularly; it is not possible to set up a primary school in every village or habitation which is very expensive.
Hence, non-formal mode of education with part-time teacher and reduced duration of schooling can solve the problem to
some extent.
To serve the Scattered and Scarcely Populated Areas
To provide Primary Education through formal system in the scattered hilly or forest region and sparsely populated areas is very
uneconomical. Non-Formal Education with comparatively less amount of expenditure can easily serve these areas.
To meet the inadequacy of Formal Education
Formal Education is found to be inadequate to satisfy the individual as well as societal needs. It is not adequate to meet the
changing needs of the individual and emerging vocations and other life activities. Education has to be a life-long process.
Non-Formal Education can easily meet the growing requirements of the citizens.
To enable the Pupils to learn while they earn
Many of the children are economically deprived and cost of living as well as learning is rising very fast. Hence, a large
number of them are engaged in some jobs or other and they like to learn while they earn. Non-Formal Education can help
such children to get Elementary Education initially and Secondary or Higher Education subsequently.
To meet the Needs of Late-Boomers
Some children are not interested in the teaching-learning process and leave schools before completing the course whether
Primary or Secondary. But in late years they are motivated and desire to learn. They can not be admitted to formal schools due
to their age or psychological alienation, but they can have their education through non-formal modes.

To provide education to socially and economically deprived classes of the society
Education in general and Elementary Education in particular are needed for socially and economically deprived classes
of the society to improve their vocational competence and quality of life. But the straightjocketed formal system of
Education fails to achieve this objective. Hence, flexible and functional Non-Formal Education can very well serve these
neglected sectors of the society.
Non-Formal Education for National Development
Any form of education contributes to National development in one form or the other. But Non-Formal Education
programmes are visualized, planned and implemented for majority of our people, who are deprived, down trodden and
debarred for many decades and are now aspiring to come to the mainstream. For them, Education is not for status
upgradation or academic satisfaction but for improving their employability or productivity. Thus, education promotes the
social and individual development.
The largest segment of development is rural which is the main objective of Non-Formal Education. Villages in the
underdeveloped countries are faced with various problems. Superstitions, ill-health, bad housing and very restricted
avenues for economic development plague these rural areas. They are cut-off from the urban centers and the children
acquiring education in these villages either get cliented and are therefore lost to the community or they just move out for
good. Non-Formal Education programmes however in order to succeed will have to be geared to improving health,
hygiene, transport, electrical facilities for the people. It should also help creating conditions for promoting employment,
part-time or full-time. The Non-Formal Education programmes can utilize the unused or dormant potentiality of the rural
folk to the maximum. Formal education system does not envisage such developmental programmes. Besides, traditional
literacy and numeracy, the Non-Formal Education programmes lay emphasis on functions, productiveness, awareness,
citizenship, training and so on.
It is said that formal education with urban-based curriculum was not able to deliver the goods. This kind of education does
not motivate and encourage individuals to participate in the developmental activities. In this Non-Formal Education is more
effective in promoting the developmental programmes and removing the disparities lying between rural and urban, rich
and poor, male and female segments of the society. The society in the developing countries like India are suffering from
various maladies, economic, social and cultural which need be properly taken care of through Non-Formal Education
programmes so that not only personal development but also national development can be accelerated adequately.
National Development is generally equated with Gross National Product (GNP). But it does not mean only economic
growth. Economic growth also can not be explained by capital and labour. A considerable portion of economic growth is
ascribed to a large number of residual factors of which Education plays a significant role. Take-off stage in the
development process is reached, when an advance in education, science, research and technology leads to a growth in
GNP which in turn, makes larger amount available to education and helps it to advance developed countries where the
Education-Research-Productivity-Education, a spiral is in full operation. In the developing countries, Formal Education is not
necessarily related to productivity so that an expansion of education often goes counter to productivity neither desirable nor
possible.
The Non-Formal Education has to be geared to the needs of productivity through better teaching of science, introduction of
work experience, vocationalization of the subject, job training and promotion of research. The education Commission
1964-66, therefore, emphasized the programme and the National Policy on Education, 1986 has highlighted the
importance of Non-Formal Education programmes.
As mentioned earlier, the concept of development has been changing and can not be equated with economic growth alone.
It would include social, cultural and political development. Similarly, we can not equate development with industrialization
(or even modernization for that matter). For example, we attach so much importance to justice and equality but growth in
GNP is accompanied by great inequalities as well as injustice. Social justice, has therefore been taken as an integral part of
the development process. It aims at making the society free from exploitation and violence. Similarly, we used to emphasise
consumerism and growth of goods and services, but not we lay stress on the development of man himself.

According to Naik (1977), the Non-Formal Education programmes have to play an important role in relation to the emerging
concept of development as many as five concepts of the problem of Non-Formal Education need attention in this context.
Naik (1977) has rightly said that “this golden circle has been established already in all the
!
!
!

!

Non-Formal Education yields immediate results compared to formal education which is a slow process.
It can be used to train the new leadership that is coming to power in developing countries.
It integrates both education and development as its programmes are generally built around developmental tasks. A
good motto for Non-Formal Education is education through reconstruction and reconstruction through education.
Non-Formal Education accelerates implementation of the programme development.
The Non-Formal Education programmes involve people intimately with developmental activities. No real
transformation takes place until the people themselves are deeply involved in the change process. The Non-Formal
Education programmes
involve the people actively in bringing about social process.

!

Unlike formal education, the Non-Formal Education programmes mainly tend to help the poor and oppressed
groups of the society. Non-Formal Education enables them to be free from exploitation of all types, social,
economic and political.

!

As visualized by Gandhiji, Father of the Nation, the Indian people won freedom but the formal education has been
perpetrating dependence, injustice and inequality in various sectors of the society. Through propagating Basic
Education and its principles of “Learning by Doing” interalia, Gandhiji emerged as the best exponent of NonFormal Education which seeks to achieve productivity, equality and justice for the poor, oppressed and deprived
individuals.

A Few Guidelines for making Non-Formal Education a success
!

Non-Formal Education should be set up in a planned manner in order to supplement the efforts of the formal

!

system.
The time, place and curriculum of Non-Formal Education should be convenient and relevant to the needs, conditions

!

and interests of the learners.
Inter and intra developmental co-operation and co-ordination should be utilized to the maximum in planning and

!

organizing the Non-Formal Education centers.
Voluntary and private agencies should be encouraged to share the responsibility in providing Non-Formal Education

!
!

centers.
Local communities and professional bodies should be made directly responsible for such education.
Direct links between formal and Non-Formal systems should be established and nobody should have any difficulty in

!
!

switching over from to another.
Suitable learning materials need be developed for various groups suiting the needs and interests of learners.
Proper evaluation procedures should be developed and practiced for ascertaining the progress.
Dr. Kumaran

Some more messages and articles are
available in the original book.

